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John 16 — He Says It Before Calvary
John 16:33 (with 16:32 · 12:31 · 19:30 · 17:4 · Revelation 5:5)  ·  For posting on YouTube & Facebook. Use the overview for the description; add the
prompt and links wherever they fit.

V I D E O  O V E R V I E W  (post-ready)

Jesus ends the whole upper-room conversation with a sentence we quote all the time: “In the world you will have tribulation.
But take heart; I have overcome the world.” Look at when he says it. He hasn’t been arrested. He hasn’t been beaten or nailed
to anything. And the verb is past tense — in Greek, nenikēka, a perfect: “I have conquered, and it stands conquered.” He is so
certain of the cross that he talks about it like it is already behind him. Hours later, from the cross, he says “It is finished” — the
same perfect tense. Chapter 16 announces the verdict; chapter 19 signs it. And notice he doesn’t soften the first half either: not
“you might have trouble.” Will. He guarantees the tribulation in the same breath he guarantees the victory. “Take heart” isn’t a
suggestion; it’s a command grounded in his finished work, not your circumstances. The battle was settled before it was ever
fought.

G O  D E E P E R  —  S T U D Y  P R O M P T  F O R  V I E W E R S

Read John 13–17 in one sitting — it is one conversation, one night. As you go, mark every place Jesus speaks about the cross as though
it has already happened. Start with John 12:31, watch John 13:31 and John 17:4 (“having accomplished the work”), and end with John
16:33. Then read John 19:30 and notice it is the same kind of verb. Then ask yourself the honest question: what trouble are you carrying
right now that you are treating as an open question, when he has already called it a settled one?

K E Y  PA S S A G E S  R E F E R E N C E D

Elsewhere in John: 16:33 · 16:32 · 12:31 · 13:31 · 14:30 · 17:4 · 19:30 · 20:19–21

Other Gospels: Matthew 26:31 · Mark 14:27 · Luke 22:53 · Luke 24:26

Rest of Scripture: Isaiah 53:11 · Zechariah 13:7 · Romans 8:37 · Colossians 2:15 · Hebrews 2:14–15 · 1 John 5:4–5 · Revelation 5:5

R E S O U R C E S  &  F U R T H E R  R E A D I N G

Overcoming the World in Christ
Ligonier Ministries (Tabletalk)
https://learn.ligonier.org/devotionals/overcoming-world-christ

On John 16:33 — Christ’s victory over the world as the ground of a believer’s peace and security under trial.

Jesus Has Overcome the World
Jon Bloom — Desiring God
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/jesus-has-overcome-the-world
Why tribulation is normal Christian experience, and how Christ’s finished victory makes joy in it possible.

The Hope That Overcomes the World
John MacArthur — Grace to You
https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/43-92/the-hope-that-overcomes-the-world
On the peace and victory Jesus leaves his disciples at the close of the upper-room discourse.

Expository Thoughts on John — Chapter 16
J.C. Ryle — GraceGems
https://www.gracegems.org/Ryle/j16.htm
Ryle on Christ as the source of peace: he promises not freedom from trouble, but that trouble will not destroy us.

Eastside Baptist Church · Mooresville, NC · Daily Reading Through John · Scripture: ESV


